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Jesus Is The Way  

Lesson 9: Jesus 

Is The Way Out 

Of Religious 

Confusion  

 Jesus is the way to everything that is 

important and worthwhile. As we have already seen, 

Jesus is the way to truth, the way to victory over sin 

and death, the way to God, the way to Heaven, the 

way to a better life, and the way to a joyful life. Now, 

we need to recognize that Jesus is the way out of 

religious confusion. In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am 

the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

 Much of this world practices some form of 

religion. That is, they serve or worship someone or 

something in their lives. Some of them practice 

religion toward the true God. Some of them practice 

religion toward a false god. In fact, even those who 

deny the existence of God are often religious in the 

sense that they are devoted to themselves, what is 

falsely called “science,” and other worldly things. 

 You see, since God created people with a 

spiritual element to their nature (i.e. a soul), there is 

an inherent desire to be religious and worship 

something greater than ourselves. However, people 

have clearly not agreed on who or what the object of 

such religious devotion should be. Therefore, there 

are many religions throughout this world today. 

Furthermore, some have rejected any kind of 

organized religion and sought their own system of 

religion. 

 The result of all these ways people practice 

religion is religious confusion! That is, there really is 

no single set of religious beliefs that has gained 

universal support as being the right and true religion. 

This has resulted in many arguments over which 

religion is the right one. And, this debate has now 

continued for several millennia. Yet, Jesus Christ has 

forever settled this issue – and people no longer have 

to be confused or frustrated in their search for true 

religion! 

 In this ninth lesson, we want to consider the 

fact that Jesus Christ is the way out of religious 

confusion. We will consider the religious confusion 

that exists in this world. We will consider that Jesus 

Christ is the only true Lord and Savior. We will 

consider that Jesus Christ only revealed one faith. 

And, we will consider that Jesus Christ only 

established one church. So, no matter where you are 

right now, you must recognize that Jesus Christ is the 

way out of religious confusion! 

There Is Great Religious 

Confusion In The World 

 It sometimes seems like everywhere you turn, 

you find someone practicing religion differently. 

And, while this is often celebrated as “diversity,” it 

is actually unnecessary confusion and division. In 

fact, it is sad to see religion expressed in so many 

different ways among people who are longing for the 

satisfaction and peace that only true religion can 

provide. However, many have been deceived and 

have become content to practice a form of religion. 

So, take a few moments to consider the religious 

landscape that exists in this world today. 

Many different religions 

 There are thousands of common religions 

practiced throughout the world today. A few of the 

more common examples are Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism, Judaism, Atheism, etc. But, this really 

only scratches the surface of the true nature of 
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religious confusion in the world today. For example, 

within these different common groupings are often 

many sub-groupings. And, there are many people 

who practice religion privately and apart from any 

kind of organized religion. 

 Just consider what is commonly called 

“Christianity” for a moment. There are thousands 

upon thousands (who can know the true number?) of 

different ways the “Christian” religion is practiced. 

Although they may all possess some common 

characteristics, they do not all believe, teach, and 

practice the same kind of “Christianity.” There are 

thousands of different denominations within what is 

commonly called “Christianity.” This includes 

Catholic churches, Baptist churches, Methodist 

churches, Lutheran churches, Presbyterian churches, 

Pentecostal churches, Nazarene churches, Christian 

churches, Churches of God, etc., etc., etc. Then, these 

are often sub-divided even further. Baptist churches, 

for instance, have hundreds of different 

denominational groupings. Then, these do not 

account for the many “Christian” groups that claim 

no denominational affiliation (non-denominational 

churches) and those individuals who profess to be 

“Christians” without joining any kind of organized 

church. 

 Therefore, although some of these religious 

beliefs, teachings, and practices have some things in 

common with others, there is obviously a great deal 

of religious confusion and division that exists in the 

world today. It is no wonder that the subject of 

religion is often so divisive and why people become 

so frustrated about religion. Not only is it a deeply 

personal thing, but it is also an unnecessarily 

confusing subject! 

Why so much religious confusion exists 

 The question we must consider, then, is: Why 

is there so much religious confusion that exists? 

Now, many may answer this question by saying that 

there is no single truth for everyone to know and live 

by. So, they would claim that every person is free to 

live according to whatever they feel is right and 

practice whatever religion seems right to them. 

However, remember back to lesson three that we 

established Jesus Christ is the way to perfect truth (as 

revealed in the pages of the Bible; specifically, we 

now live under the law contained in the New 

Testament). Therefore, since there is a single 

standard of truth that can be found, understood, and 

obeyed by everyone everywhere, we must continue 

searching for answers as to why so much religious 

confusion exists in the world today. Consider just a 

few of the many reasons. 

 First, there are many people spreading false 

teaching. For example, 2 Peter 2:1-3 says, “There 

were indeed false prophets among the people, just as 

there will be false teachers among you. They will 

bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 

Master who bought them, and will bring swift 

destruction on themselves. Many will follow their 

depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned 

because of them. They will exploit you in their greed 

with made-up stories. Their condemnation, 

pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their 

destruction does not sleep.” So, some people are 

(whether with sincere or insincere motives) 

spreading religious lies. And, as it has been said, if 

you repeat a lie often enough, people will believe it 

to be the truth. Teachings that go against the message 

of truth contained in the Bible, therefore, always 

results in people practicing a different religion 

besides the true religion revealed by Jesus! 

 Second, there are many people who are not 

really searching for the truth. Although some people 

desire to practice religion, they are not always 

seeking true religion. For example, they may want 

some perceived hope or benefits a religion claims to 

offer, but not want the burdens of practicing true 

religion. So, they may find someone who will tell 

them whatever they want to hear or create a set of 

religious beliefs for themselves that work to achieve 

their goals. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 demonstrates this to be 

true, saying, “For the time will come when people 

will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to 

their own desires, will multiply teachers for 

themselves because they have an itch to hear what 

they want to hear. They will turn away from hearing 

the truth and will turn aside to myths.” So, when 

people are not really searching for the truth and are 

happy to believe something else, the result is people 

who practice a different religion than the true religion 

revealed by Jesus! 
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 Third, there are many human traditions that 

are treated as complete truth. Some people do what 

they do in the name of religion (no matter what kind 

of religion it is) simply because that is the tradition 

they have received from another person. They do 

what they do in religion because that is what their 

parents/grandparents taught them, because it is the 

predominant religious practice in their community, 

because they were taught to practice religion in that 

way by a friend, because they have practiced a 

certain religion in a certain way for many years, etc. 

However, Jesus clearly indicated that human 

traditions often prevent people from practicing true 

religion that pleases God. In Matthew 15:7-9 

(speaking to some Jewish people during a time when 

the Jewish laws of the Old Testament were still in 

effect, prior to the death of Jesus Christ), Jesus said, 

“Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you 

when he said: ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their heart is far from me. They worship me in 

vain, teaching as doctrines human commands.’” So, 

whenever people hold to human traditions above 

God’s teachings, the result is people who practice a 

different religion besides the true religion revealed 

by Jesus! 

 Although there are other factors we could 

consider, these three are major contributors to the 

religious confusion that exists today. Ultimately, all 

of these factors have one thing in common. That is, 

they all fail to seek the one true God in the way He 

desires to be sought by hearing, believing, and 

obeying His perfect word of truth that is revealed in 

the pages of the Bible! Instead, something or 

someone else always hinders a person from doing 

such. 

This religious confusion runs contrary to 

what Jesus teaches 

 While many people celebrate the things we 

have been discussing as being a positive point of 

diversity for the world, this religious diversity runs 

contrary to what Jesus teaches as being the truth. In 

fact, He clearly does not desire people to practice just 

any kind of religion they might desire to practice. 

And, practicing just any kind of religion (even within 

what is commonly called “Christianity”) is not good 

enough for pleasing God and being saved eternally 

in Heaven! 

 For example, when Jesus prayed to His 

Heavenly Father in John 17:20-23, He prayed for 

unity among those who would believe in Him. “I 

pray not only for these, but also for those who believe 

in me through their word. May they all be one, as 

you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also 

be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me. 

I have given them the glory you have given me, so 

that they may be one as we are one. I am in them and 

you are in me, so that they may be made completely 

one, that the world may know you have sent me and 

have loved them as you have loved me.” Clearly, 

Jesus did not come to this earth so that people would 

have salvation by rejecting Him or so that those who 

would believe in Him would practice “Christianity” 

their own way! Instead, He wanted those who would 

believe in Him to be as perfectly united as He is 

united with the Father! 

 Or, notice what Jesus taught through the 

apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13. “Now I urge 

you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, 

that there be no divisions among you, and that you be 

united with the same understanding and the same 

conviction. For it has been reported to me about you, 

my brothers and sisters, by members of Chloe’s 

people, that there is rivalry among you. What I am 

saying is this: One of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or 

‘I belong to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I 

belong to Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in Paul’s 

name?” Division among those who profess to follow 

Christ is unacceptable. Not only are we all expected 

to profess allegiance to Jesus Christ, but we are to be 

perfectly united in our understanding and 

convictions, agree in what we say, and not be divided 

in any way! 

 Then, notice Philippians 1:27. “Just one 

thing: As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of 

the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I will hear about you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, in one accord, contending 

together for the faith of the gospel.” Christians must 

be united “in one spirit” and in “one accord” as they 

seek to believe, practice, and teach only that which 
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Jesus reveals through the faith of the gospel (more on 

this later). Rather than having religious division and 

confusion, Jesus demands people to be “contending 

together” for the perfect truth He has revealed in the 

New Testament! 

 Finally, please consider Ephesians 4:1-6 and 

notice the perfect unity that exists in God’s plan. 

“Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, urge you to 

live worthy of the calling you have received, with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 

one another in love, making every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There 

is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called 

to one hope at your calling – one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all 

and through all and in all.” 

 Notice the perfect degree of unity God has 

created and made possible. Therefore, the religious 

confusion that exists does not exist because of God! 

Instead, it only exists because people have rejected 

God’s perfect message of truth and chosen to go their 

own way! 

 However, it is possible to “keep the unity of 

the Spirit” [who revealed the message of truth 

contained in the Bible] “through the bond of peace.” 

But, it will take effort on each of our parts to learn, 

believe, and obey it. For, there is only one God who 

should be the object of our worship (and only one 

who is Father). There is only one Lord who can really 

be our Savior. There is only one Spirit who revealed 

the perfect message of truth. There is only one faith 

that explains the perfect message of truth about what 

you must believe, practice, and teach. There is only 

who baptism that gives you access to the spiritual 

blessings Jesus Christ has provided. There is only 

one hope that is true and gets produced whenever 

people obey God’s message of truth. And, there is 

only one body/church that consists of all those who 

are saved. As we continue our study, let’s focus on 

three of these “ones” in particular. 

Jesus Christ Is The Only True 

Lord And Savior 

 As Jesus begins to help us through the 

religious confusion that exists throughout this world, 

He first helps us to recognize that He is the only true 

Lord and Savior. For, there are many religions 

throughout this world who worship and serve a false 

god and deny the existence of Jesus Christ. Or, some 

religions that acknowledge God and Jesus do not 

recognize Jesus as being who He says He is. So, let’s 

take a few moments to recognize Jesus Christ as the 

only true Lord and Savior. 

There is only one true God 

 All true religion must begin by 

acknowledging the existence of God. This God is 

eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, and ever-present. 

And, although there are three Beings who possess the 

nature of being God (the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit), there is only one true God in the sense 

of being perfectly united. 

 Hebrews 11:6 says, “Now without faith it is 

impossible to please God, since the one who draws 

near to him must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who seek him.” No acceptable religion 

can reject the existence of God. For, this God has 

given evidence of His existence through what He has 

created. Furthermore, He tells us about who He is 

(i.e. His characteristics) through His perfect word. 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God 

 Jesus Christ both claimed and demonstrated 

Himself to be the Son of God. For example, the 

miracles Jesus performed while He was on this earth 

(i.e. healing the sick, causing the blind the see, 

walking on the water, raising the dead, etc.) all 

demonstrated that Jesus really was the Son of God 

He claimed to be. As John wrote about the 

miraculous things Jesus did while He was on the 

earth, he said, “Jesus performed many other signs in 

the presence of his disciples that are not written in 

this book. But these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
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that by believing you may have life in his name” 

(John 20:30-31).  

 Clearly, Jesus Christ was not an ordinary 

man! He was not (as some religions claim) just 

another prophet or merely a good man. He is not a 

made up character. Rather, Jesus Christ really did 

live on this earth and is a historical figure – as people 

saw Him, touched Him, and heard Him. But, He is 

also much more than that! All the things He did on 

this earth demonstrated that He was God living on 

the earth. So, He was God living as a man (see 

Matthew 1:23). He is the Son of God! He is the one 

(the Word) who was “in the beginning” and was 

“with God” and “was God” (i.e. He possesses all the 

nature of being God, John 1:1). “He was with God in 

the beginning. All things were created through him, 

and apart from him not one thing was created that has 

been created” (John 1:2-3). Then, “The Word [Jesus 

Christ] became flesh and dwelt among us. We 

observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

Faith in Jesus is essential for salvation 

 The reason Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was 

sent from Heaven to this earth was to provide the 

ransom sacrifice for the sins of the world. That is, He 

is the only one who could make the forgiveness of 

sin possible! So, Jesus Christ was “the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)! He 

provided the perfect sacrifice by living a sinless life 

on this earth (Hebrews 4:15) and being put to death 

on the cross! Then, God forever demonstrated Jesus 

Christ to be His Son by raising Him from the dead 

and providing victory over sin and death! 

 However, just because this sacrifice has been 

made does not automatically save everyone. While 

Jesus Christ provides the opportunity for all people 

to be saved, He also requires true faith in Him. He 

said, “Therefore I told you that you will die in your 

sins. For if you do not believe that I am he, you will 

die in your sins” (John 8:24). And, as John 20:31 

said, “…that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.” So, Jesus Christ has 

become “the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey him” (Hebrews 5:9). For, those who truly 

believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God will gladly 

do whatever He says they must do to be saved! 

 Therefore, Jesus is the way out of religious 

confusion in that He provides the only true way out 

of sin and the only true way to Heaven. As Jesus 

taught in John 14:6, no one comes to the Father and 

has eternal life in Heaven except through Him. Acts 

4:12 says, “There is salvation in no one else, for there 

is no other name under heaven given to people by 

which we must be saved.” The fact is that no religion 

that rejects God and Jesus as the Son of God, who is 

both Lord and Savior, can possibly be true religion 

that leads to salvation from sin! So, Jesus is the way 

out of all the religious confusion about who should 

be recognized to be Lord and Savior – as He is the 

only one who can possibly qualify as such! 

Jesus Christ Only Revealed 

One Faith 

 As we continue trying to find the way out of 

religious confusion, we must then recognize that 

Jesus Christ only revealed one faith that explains the 

way of salvation perfectly. As we saw earlier, there 

are many different religious beliefs, practices, and 

teachings within what is commonly called 

“Christianity.” If there weren’t, there would not be 

thousands upon thousands of different so-called 

“Christian” churches. Instead, they would all be in 

agreement with each other. Although these different 

so-called “Christian” religions often have many 

similarities, they differ in some way. So, let’s take a 

few moments to recognize Jesus Christ as the author 

of only one faith. 

The faith of the gospel 

 When Ephesians 4:5 says there is only “one 

faith,” it refers to there being only one system of 

religious belief, teaching, and practice that is 

acceptable to God. For instance, this is how people 

could be said to be “obedient to the faith” in Acts 6:7. 

People are obedient to the one faith whenever they 

believe what the faith teaches, practice what the faith 

teaches, and then teach what the faith teaches. 
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 This faith has been revealed through the 

message of the New Testament (the gospel of Jesus 

Christ). Recall that Philippians 1:27 speaks of people 

“standing firm in one spirit, in one accord, 

contending together for the faith of the gospel.” 

Notice carefully that this unity should be had in “the 

faith of the gospel.” So, there is only one “faith” (one 

system of acceptable religious belief, teaching, and 

practice) that is revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ 

(the message of the New Testament). 

The faith has been perfectly revealed once 

for all time 

 This one faith that Jesus Christ has revealed 

is perfect and has been completely revealed. For 

example, Jesus’ new law contained in the New 

Testament is called “the perfect law of freedom” 

(James 1:25). So, it is both perfect and offers true 

freedom from sin through Jesus Christ to those who 

will believe and obey it. Then, Jude wrote, “Dear 

friends, although I was eager to write you about the 

salvation we share, I found it necessary to write, 

appealing to you to contend for the faith that was 

delivered to the saints once for all” (Jude 1:3). This 

one faith that offers freedom/salvation from sin 

through Jesus Christ must be contended for! That is, 

we cannot be content to change any part of the faith. 

Instead, we must do our best to faithfully keep the 

one faith Jesus Christ has revealed! For, the complete 

message of truth from God has been revealed in the 

pages of the New Testament! 

 The New Testament issues several warnings 

about those who try to change the faith of the gospel. 

For example, Galatians 1:6-9 says, “I am amazed that 

you are so quickly turning away from him who called 

you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a 

different gospel – not that there is another gospel, but 

there are some who are troubling you and want to 

distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 

angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to what we have preached to you, a curse be 

on him! As we have said before, I now say again: If 

anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what 

you received, a curse be on him!” Furthermore, 

Revelation 22:18-19 warns against adding to or 

taking away from God’s words. Since the faith Jesus 

Christ has revealed is perfect, any change no longer 

practices the true religion that pleases God! 

However, there have been many changes made to the 

faith within the world of those who claim to be 

“Christians.” 

Jesus’ followers are called “Christians” 

 Those who believe, teach, and practice the 

one faith revealed in the New Testament are true 

followers of Jesus Christ. And, these are the ones 

who are truly called “Christians.” Acts 11:26 says 

that the “disciples were first called Christians at 

Antioch.” Those who followed Jesus’ teachings and 

imitated His example were disciples and called 

Christians. This continues to be the case today. 

However, I want you to appreciate that they are only 

called Christians. They are not “Catholic Christians,” 

“Baptist Christians,” “Methodist Christians,” 

“Pentecostal Christians,” etc. Instead, they are 

simply Christians – with no other affiliation besides 

Jesus Christ! They follow no other teaching except 

the teaching of Jesus Christ in the pages of the New 

Testament! 

 Then, the simple truth is that those who do 

not practice the faith of the gospel, as revealed in the 

New Testament, do not have God! 2 John 1:9-11 

says, “Anyone who does not remain in Christ’s 

teaching but goes beyond it does not have God. The 

one who remains in that teaching, this one has both 

the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into 

your home, and don’t greet him; for the one who 

greets him shares in his evil works.” While many 

religious organizations claim to be “Christian” and 

practice the faith of the gospel, the reality is that most 

do not. Most change the faith in some way. Even 

though these may profess to follow Christ, they do 

not really have God because they do not really follow 

the faith of the gospel – and you must not join in their 

error! 

 Therefore, Jesus is the way out of religious 

confusion because He has revealed the only faith that 

perfectly instructs people what they should believe, 

how they should live, and what they should teach to 

others. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 simply says, “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 

teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
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complete, equipped for every good work.” So, the 

faith tells us everything God desires us to believe as 

truth, warns us about what we need to change in our 

lives, tells us how to change it, and teaches us 

everything God wants us to do to be pleasing to Him! 

So, Jesus is the way out of all the religious confusion 

about what is right and wrong and what we must do 

to be saved – and He is the only one who can possibly 

qualify to teach us such things! 

Jesus Christ Only Established 

One Church 

 As we desire to find the way out of religious 

confusion, we must also recognize that Jesus Christ 

only established one church that is composed of all 

the saved. As we have seen multiple times in this 

lesson, those who practice what is commonly called 

“Christianity” have joined themselves to many 

different kinds of churches (i.e. Catholic, Baptist, 

Methodist, Lutheran, Pentecostal, Church of God, 

etc.). Each one of these churches believe, teach, and 

practice their faith differently than the others. 

However, the Bible only reveals one church 

established by Jesus Christ. So, let’s take a few 

moments to recognize Jesus Christ as the builder of 

only one body (one church). 

The one church established by Jesus 

 Whenever Jesus lived on this earth, He spoke 

about the church/kingdom He would establish. For 

example, based on the truth that Jesus is the 

Christ/Messiah, the Son of God, He told Peter, “on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:18). Now, 

I want you to carefully evaluate exactly how many 

churches Jesus promised to establish. Again, He said 

that He would build His “church” (not His churches). 

In fact, there is no mention anywhere in the 

Scriptures that Jesus would ever establish more than 

one church. Furthermore, this church belongs to Him 

and to no one else – and, so, it is called by His name, 

the church of Christ (Romans 16:16; Acts 20:28; 

Matthew 16:18)! 

 In fact, the consistent message of the New 

Testament shows there would only be one church 

established by Jesus (in the “universal” sense). That 

is, Jesus Christ would only have one collection of 

saved people – no more and no less. And, when the 

time came for Jesus to establish that church in Acts 

2, only one church was established (read verses 37-

47)! Remember, Ephesians 4:4 said there was only 

“one body” – and the body is the church (Ephesians 

1:22-23; Colossians 1:18). So, Jesus only has one 

church that has one set of religious beliefs, teachings, 

and practices (according to the one faith of the 

gospel) – not thousands upon thousands of different 

churches, or 100 churches, or 10 churches, or even 

two churches! He only has one collection of saved 

people who compose His one church! All other 

churches have been created by men and women and 

are not Jesus’ church! 

Jesus’ followers are part of this church 

 The only church God ever adds anyone to is 

the one church Jesus Christ established. For example, 

when the church was established in Acts 2 (in 

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy) and the 

gospel was preached, verse 47 says, “Every day the 

Lord added to their number [the church] those who 

were being saved.” So, Jesus’ followers are added to 

this one church when they are saved – and not to any 

other church. 

 The New Testament (the faith of the gospel) 

makes it clear that in order to be saved, you must hear 

God’s word (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus Christ 

(John 8:24), repent of your sins (Acts 17:30), confess 

Christ (Romans 10:9-10), and be baptized 

[immersed] in water for the forgiveness of your sins 

(Acts 2:38). Then, you must remain faithful 

(Revelation 2:10). However, most churches in this 

world do not believe, teach, or practice this plan of 

salvation. For example, although many churches 

practice something called baptism, most do not 

believe it is necessary for salvation. Yet, the Bible 

teaches that baptism is the point at which an 

individual is saved, forgiven, and added to this 

church (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Romans 

6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 

3:21). Therefore, the simple truth is that if a church 

does not believe, teach, and practice the true plan of 
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salvation Jesus teaches, it cannot be the one church 

Jesus established! 

Jesus gave a pattern for local churches 

 Then, once a person obeys the plan of 

salvation revealed in the New Testament and is 

added to the one church of Christ, that individual 

should then join a local church. God has authorized 

local churches to exist (as they are frequently taught 

in the New Testament). But, these are not different 

denominations with different religious beliefs, 

teachings, and practices! Instead, they are locally 

organized collections of God’s people (who are part 

of Christ’s “universal” church).  

 Furthermore, you must recognize that even 

these local churches must be governed by the one 

faith. Everything they believe, teach, and practice 

must be according to the truths revealed in the New 

Testament. This is the perfect pattern/blueprint for 

everything (2 Timothy 1:13). So, there is a perfect 

pattern for how local churches must be organized, 

how they must worship, and the work they must do. 

Failing to follow this pattern is serious. For, God has 

commanded Christians, “Don’t participate in the 

fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them” 

(Ephesians 5:11). Surely, this applies to anything a 

local church believes, teaches, or practices that is not 

authorized by the New Testament (Colossians 3:17). 

 Therefore, Jesus is the way out of religious 

confusion because He has only established one 

church for His people who believe, teach, and 

practice the one faith to be part of. So, those who 

want to be saved will seek to do exactly what Jesus 

requires for salvation rather than listening to human 

teachings and opinions. Furthermore, those who are 

part of this one church will seek out or try to start a 

local church that follows the New Testament pattern 

for local churches, endeavoring to (as Paul 

commanded) “Hold on to the pattern of sound 

teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13)! 

So, Jesus is the way out of all the religious confusion 

about what church is the right church to be part of – 

as Jesus only established one church and has revealed 

the perfect pattern for local churches! 

Conclusion 

 Jesus is the way out of religious confusion! 

This world is deeply divided about religion. 

However, Jesus provides everything needed for you 

to be saved. Now, you can simply make Him the one 

Lord of your life by following the one faith He has 

revealed and being part of the one body (church) He 

has established! 

 

Study Questions  

Why do people desire to be religious? Are people 

agreed on religion? 

 

 

 

1. There Is Great Religious Confusion In The 

World 

Name some of the many different religions that exist 

in the world today 

 

 

 

 

Why does so much religious confusion exist in the 

world today? 

 

 

 

Is Jesus pleased with this religious confusion (even 

within what is commonly called “Christianity”)? 

 

 

 



11 

 

2. Jesus Christ Is The Only True Lord And 

Savior 

Why is it essential to believe in the one true God? 

 

 

 

How can you know that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God? 

Why is faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God so 

important? 

 

 

 

3. Jesus Christ Only Revealed One Faith 

What is the faith of the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the faith perfect and complete? Is God pleased 

with any changes that are made to the faith? 

 

 

 

What are Jesus’ followers called? 

 

 

 

4. Jesus Christ Only Established One Church 

How many churches did Jesus establish? What is 

this church? 

 

 

 

How are people added to this church? 

 

 

 

What are local churches? What must Christians do 

as it relates to local churches? 

 

 


